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The Alabama Law Foundation, the only charitable tax-exempt 
organization affi liated with the Alabama State Bar, strives 

to make access to civil justice and education 
to all Alabama citizens a reality.
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Springtime is grant time, and grant time is a great 
time to fi nd ways to make established programs 
stronger and to develop exciting new programs. As 
part of the grants process, starting with the 2008 
grants, the Alabama Law Foundation is working on 
tools to help the grants committee evaluate services 
provided. Since the IOLTA (Interest on Lawyers 
Trust Accounts) program was established in 1987, the 
Alabama Law Foundation has awarded $13 million in 
grants. Funded from the foundation’s endowment and 
IOLTA program, the foundation’s grants for 2008 total 
$592,000. The Alabama Law Foundation has twenty 
years of experience in helping programs provide legal 
aid in a cost-effective and productive manner. 

IOLTA is the fi nancial foundation for the Alabama 
Law Foundation. In January 2008, the foundation’s 
IOLTA program, the only one affi liated with the 
Alabama State Bar, joined the programs of 36 other 
states by becoming mandatory. The new mandatory 
IOLTA program presents new opportunities; with new 
opportunities come increased responsibilities. 

In 2007, the Alabama Law Foundation adopted 
Principles of Grants to Providers of Civil Legal Aid to 
continue to improve the grantee’s efforts to provide 
high-quality legal assistance to clients. This year the 
foundation is developing a tool based on the American 
Bar Association Standards for the Provision of Civil Legal 
Aid. The new evaluation tool is an important element 
of the Alabama Law Foundation’s commitment to 
making quality legal aid available to disadvantaged 
Alabama citizens by evaluating services and helping 
providers expand services and increase productivity.  

For example, the Alabama State Bar Volunteer 
Lawyers Program’s grant will fund a new paralegal 
position to expedite and expand services. Previously, 
the VLP’s clients were referrals from Legal Services 
Alabama. A new toll-free telephone line for clients, 
manned by a paralegal, will eliminate a step, making 
the referral process more direct and less time-
consuming. Although the VLP program will still 
accept clients from Legal Services Alabama, the new 
position combined with the toll-free number will 

Springtime Is Grant Time

As Alabama’s major grant maker for legal aid, the Alabama Law 
Foundation annually distributes 80% of IOLTA funding 

to programs that provide legal aid to citizens 
who cannot afford an attorney. 
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TRACY A. DANIEL Montgomery
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES

greatly simplify 
the referral 
process and expand the amount 
of service available throughout 
Alabama.

The Alabama Law Foundation is 
always looking for creative, cost-
effective programs. A new program, 
Rolling Justice, currently in the 
planning stages, features a staffed 
mobile unit to visit rural areas, 
such as Alabama’s blackbelt region, 
where the poverty level is high, 
but access to legal services remains 
low. Ted Hosp, of Maynard, Cooper 
and Gale, explains that the premise 
involves a combination of providing 
legal assistance on the spot with 
referrals to a legal aid provider in 
the nearest city. As chairman of 
the Alabama Access to Justice 
Commission, Hosp is keenly aware 
of the great need for legal access 
in Alabama, and says that with 
“the current scarcity of resources, 

every penny must 
be spent wisely 

and in a way to create the biggest 
impact.”  

Through the new, mandatory 
IOLTA program, the Alabama 
Law Foundation can increase 
opportunities for legal aid programs 
in Alabama. Evaluating and 
supporting providers, streamlining 
processes, and developing new 
ideas are examples of ways the 
Alabama Law Foundation works 
every day to continue building and 
improving a system that can build 
a stronger, more democratic society 
by making access to justice for all 
citizens in Alabama a reality.

Yes, it is springtime again. And 
along with warm breezes and 
sunny days, the Alabama Law 
Foundation welcomes new 
members, new opportunities, and 
new responsibilities.

Questions about the new mandatory IOLTA program? 

Go to alfi nc.org and click on “iolta” for information and forms, 

email Tracy Daniel at tdaniel@alfi nc.org or call 334 517 2250.

A Huntsville police offi cer has his will witnessed by Linda Lund 
and volunteers in the Wills for Heroes program.  Wills for Heroes 
is a project through which Alabama State Bar Volunteer Lawyers 
Program volunteers write wills for police offi cers, fi refi ghters 
and paramedics.

Wills For Heroes: 

Making a real difference!

CONTRIBUTORS

April 18th 
at The Hoover Country Club

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND Name

Address

Phone E-mail

I want to make a donation to Kids’ Chance.

I want to make a donation to the Alabama Law Foundation Fund.

I want to make a donation to the Justice Janie L. Shores Scholarship.

In honor/memory of:

Please send acknowledgement to:

Check enclosed

Please bill my credit card $ Visa/MasterCard/Amex # Exp.

Signature
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the alabama law foundation’s 2008 GRANTS

Legal Services Alabama provides legal aid to 
economically disadvantaged citizens through 

ten offi ces with staff attorneys. 

Programs that provide legal 
services for the underserved 
collectively received grants 
totaling $473,600.

Projects in the category of 
“Administration of Justice” 
received grants totaling 
$108,400. 

Projects in the category of 
“Law-Related Education” 
received grants totaling 
$10,000. 

The Mobile Bar Association Volunteer Lawyers Program 
refers cases to 611 attorneys in Mobile. 

Rolling Justice is a new 
outreach program for rural areas. 

The Alabama State Bar Volunteer Lawyers Program 
refers cases directly to lawyers in 64 counties and 
coordinates over 1,000 volunteers. 

The Birmingham Volunteer Lawyers Program 
refers cases to 606 attorneys in the Birmingham area. 

The Georgia Innocent Project works to exonerate wrongly convicted prisoners through DNA testing. 
As Alabama is one of three states not currently served by an Innocence Project, the grant helps Georgia’s 
Innocence Project expand its operations to Alabama. 

The Alabama Appleseed Center for Law & Justice identifi es and seeks to fi nd 
solutions to the root causes of injustice and inequality in Alabama. 

Lauderdale County Family Court operates a 
parenting program that seeks to resolve confl icts 
regarding visitation and other issues before they 

escalate and require court involvement. 

The Alabama Center for Law & Civic 
Education operates a “Play by the Rules” 
program that educates high school students 
about the law, their responsibilities and 
problem-solving skills.

An additional grant came this year from the Katrina Disaster Fund. Most of the money 
collected after Hurricane Katrina was given to the Red Cross and the Salvation Army to meet 
immediate needs. However, realizing that Katrina’s victims would require legal services in the 
aftermath of the damage, the Alabama Law Foundation set aside funds for future need. This year, 
the Alabama Appleseed Center for Law & Justice received a $13,000 grant to help low-income 
hurricane victims get clear title to their homes so they could get assistance money to rebuild. 

The Alabama CASA Network supports 
CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) 
by training volunteers to serve as advocates for 

abused and neglected children in court. 

The Equal Justice Initiative of Alabama assists attorneys 
appointed to capital cases in the post-conviction stage 
and supplies some representation to indigent defendants. 

The Cumberland Community Mediation Center trains 
volunteers to work as community mediators to help people 

settle disputes and avoid going to court. 

Special 
projects 
received 

grants 
totaling 

$13,000.
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if you do, you must have 
an IOLTA account.

M a k i n g a d i f f e r e n c e .

ALABAMALAWFOUNDATION, INC.

Notice to Financial Institution to Establish an IOLTA Account

INSTRUCTIONS TO ATTORNEYS: (1) COMPLETE THIS FORM, (2) TAKE THIS FORM TO A FINANCIAL INSTITUTION
ELIGIBLE TO OFFER IOLTA ACCOUNTS, (3) SEND A COPY OF THE COMPLETED FORM TO THE ALABAMA LAW
FOUNDATION ALONG WITH A LIST OF ALL LAWYERS IN LAW FIRM.

Firm Name:

Attorney Name:

Mailing Address:

City: State: Zip: Telephone:

Financial Institution Name:

Account Number:

The undersigned hereby enrolls in the Alabama Law Foundation’s Interest on Lawyers Trust Account (IOLTA)
program established by the Supreme Court of Alabama. Under this program, please open (if new), or change the
status of my/our law firm’s existing trust account to an interest-bearing account of a type authorized by Rule 1.15
of the Alabama Rules of Professional Conduct.

The IOLTA account must remain in my/our law firm’s name. However, the IOLTA account must bear the
Alabama Law Foundation’s Taxpayer Identification Number, which will be paid interest or dividends from the
account. No IRS Form 1099 is required to be filed for IOLTA accounts. IOLTA accounts are NOT subject to
back-up withholding.

Authorized Signatories: Date:

Interest in accordance with your standard account disclosure must be remitted monthly or quarterly to:

ALABAMA LAW FOUNDATION, INC
POST OFFICE BOX 671

MONTGOMERY, AL 36101
TAXPAYER I.D. NO. 63-0951482

For more information about the IOLTA program and the charitable programs it supports, or for assistance in setting
up this account, remitting interest or dividends to the Alabama Law Foundation, or handling remittance errors,
please visit the Foundation’s website at www.alfinc.org or call (334) 269-1515 and ask for the IOLTA Operations
Department. Remittances made via ACH and Electronic Transfer are encouraged.

ATTORNEY INFORMATION

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION INFORMATION

COPIES FILED WITH THE BANK, THE ATTORNEY & THE FOUNDATION

Do you hold the funds 
of clients or third parties?

As of January 1, 2008, all commingled client trust accounts 

are required to be IOLTA accounts. Hurry! Use the form in 

this newsletter to convert your client trust account to an 

IOLTA account and take it to your fi nancial institution.

Don’t forget to send a copy of the completed form 
to the Alabama Law Foundation, along with a list 

of all the lawyers in your fi rm. 

17
members
to go!
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